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September 1, 2020 

 

Dear HERU Selection Committee: 

It is with great pride that I present for your consideration a proposal to host the 2022 Honors Education at Research 

Universities conference at the University of Houston. With almost a decade of history, the HERU conference has provided 

honors programs and colleges with the opportunity to join together to share best practices and fortify relationships for the 

benefit of all.  

In 2022, the Honors College at the University of Houston will celebrate its 45th anniversary, dating back to 1977 when we 

began as an honors program. From our humble beginnings, our faculty and staff have dedicated their careers to providing the 

highest quality honors education to the students at the University of Houston. It is our hope that by hosting the HERU 

conference, we might be able to give back to an organization that has contributed to strengthening our curriculum, programs 

and pedagogy throughout the years. 

Enclosed you will find a proposed schedule for the 2022 HERU conference, as well as information about the University of 

Houston, the Honors College, and our city. Also of note is the opportunity for conference attendees to participate in a mock 

gala called The Great Conversation. The Honors College has had tremendous success in fundraising for scholarships for over 

25 years and we are proud to share this honors-specific event format with you.  

The rich history of our College, the diversity of our campus, and the prime location of our University within the City of Houston 

positions the Honors College at the University of Houston as an ideal location for the 2022 HERU conference. Conference 

attendees will have the opportunity to visit a city renowned for arts and culture, athletics and exquisite culinary offerings, all 

within a 10 minute drive. Whether checking out a Houston Astros game, experiencing a world class public art collection on our 

campus, visiting Mission Control at the Johnson Space Center, or enjoying one of the more than 10,000 restaurants in 

Houston, HERU conference attendees are sure to enjoy their time in the Bayou City.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

William Monroe 

Dean of The Honors College 

University of Houston

  

  



 

   

Honors Education at Research Universities Proposal 

Proposed Conference Dates 

We propose a two-day conference on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 24 – 25. With the Hilton Hotel located on our campus, 

conference attendees are welcome to arrive early or stay late in order to take in more of the city. As referenced in the 

proposed conference schedule, breakfast will be made available for guests who choose to stay the night after the second day 

of the conference. Given participation at the most recent HERU conference and the accessibility of our campus, we expect 

approximately 175 – 200 participants, and have reserved rooms accordingly.  

Proposed Conference Fees 

The conference fee will be $250 per person. For those who wish to attend virtually, conference registration will be $100. 
Please see the attached budget for more information. 

Conference Site and Venues 

The University of Houston and City of Houston are proud to welcome attendees of the 2022 HERU Conference. Located in the 

fourth largest city in the United States, the University of Houston is conveniently located to downtown Houston, as well as two, 

international airports. Once on campus, the Honors College and our conference facilities are located in the heart of campus in 

the M.D. Anderson Library, with comfortable hotel rooms located within a 3 minute walk.  

The University Hilton, located on campus, offers rooms for $129 per night. For those inclined to stay downtown, the closest 

hotels with the best public transportation options are a large conference hotel, the Hilton Americas Houston (from $149), two 

“boutique” hotels, the Sam Houston Hotel and the Magnolia Hotel, (both from $119), and the Holiday Inn Express and Suites 

(from $79). These locations are 10-15 minutes from the university by car, taxi, or Uber, or 15-25 minutes by public 

transportation. For those who would prefer to stay in the Museum District, there is the European-style Hotel Zaza with rooms 

from $197 a night. 

Conference sessions and activities will take place in the space occupied by the Honors College and the Rockwell Pavilion on 

the second floor of M.D. Anderson Library. Registration (staffed by experienced, student employees) would be held in the 

Foyer of the Rockwell Pavilion. The Pavilion would be the site of the plenary sessions as well as the breakfasts and 

lunches; it comfortably seats 250.  

Three floor plans are included as appendices, the Honors College, the Rockwell Pavilion and Foyer, and the third floor of the 

M.D. Anderson Library featuring the Faculty Senate meeting room.  Individual and panel presentations would be held in the 

following spaces:  The Honors Commons (cap. 75); the Large Classroom (75); the Martel Room (25); Room J (25); Room L 

(30); the Estess Library (25). Refreshments (coffee, juice, snacks) would be available throughout the day in the Foyer; 

posters and exhibits (such as books and materials) would be located in the rear of the Rockwell Pavilion. If needed, the 

Faculty Senate meeting room (40) and other rooms located in the Library are also available. All of the rooms have A/V 

capabilities and would be staffed by a student prepared to provide IT assistance. Holding the conference sessions within the 

same building will eliminate lost time and confusion in moving from building to building.   

Additional Campus Amenities 

The University of Houston has its own Hilton Hotel, a beautifully remodeled and expanded Student Center, campus-wide WiFi, 

a print shop for making promotional materials, and all the amenities to be expected at a large, residential university. For 

grabbing a quick bite to eat, a chai latte, or an espresso, there are six coffee shops and a variety of fast food locations 

scattered across campus including Starbucks, Einstein Bros. Coffee and Bagels, Panda Express, Subway, Café 101 

Vietnamese Cuisine, and Eric’s Restaurant, which is operated by the Hilton College of Hotel and Restaurant Management.  

For after-conference sessions, there are places on or adjacent to campus to grab a drink and relax, including The Den, 

Calhoun’s Rooftop Bar and Grill, and Eric’s Restaurant. 

While on campus, conference attendees can experience one of the largest public art collections in the country, including work 

by regional, national and international artists. Audio and walking tours are easily accessible, as is the Blaffer Art Museum.  



 

   

Transportation 

Houston has two major airports, IAH (George Bush Intercontinental Airport, 23 miles from campus) and HOU (William P. 
Hobby Airport, 8 miles from campus). Flights into Houston from major East and West Coast cities are available in the price 
range of $260 - $320.  From the South and Midwest the fares are comparable.        
 
Numerous ground transportation options are available, including Uber and Lyft with costs ranging from $13 - $45 for a one-
way ride depending on the airport of choice. The Purple Line of the Metro Rail runs from UH directly to downtown Houston 
where a transfer can be made to go to the Theater District, the Museum District, Midtown music venues, sports stadiums, and 
Rice University. Additionally, many Metro Bus routes run to and from the campus. Bus and Metro Rail fares are $1.75 per 
direction. 
 
Extensive visitor parking is available in the on-campus parking garages and is free for guests staying at the University Hilton. 

 

Conference Format and Size (Anticipating 175 – 200 Participants) 

DRAFT SCHEDULE 

May 24 – 26, 2022 

 

Monday May 23  

Optional Arrival, afternoon field trip and dinner 

 

Tuesday, May 24 

8:00 – 9:30 am  Welcome and Breakfast 

9:30 – 12:00 pm  Breakout Sessions 

12:15 – 1:45 pm  Lunch with Discussion Tables 

1:45 – 4:30 pm  Breakout Sessions 

4:30 – 6:00 pm  Campus Tours or Group Interest/Regional Meetings 

6:00 – 7:00 pm  Reception 

7:00 – 9:00 pm  The Great Conversation ‘mock gala’ – Dinner & Event 

 

Wednesday, May 25 

8:30 – 9:30 am  Plenary Panel and Breakfast 

9:30am – 12:00pm Breakout Sessions 

12:15 – 1:45pm  Lunch and Panel or Featured Speaker 

1:45 – 4:30pm   Breakout Sessions 

5:00 – 6:00 pm  Reception 

6:00 – 9:00 pm  Small Group Excursions to Local Sites and Restaurants 

  



 

   

Draft Budget and University Financial Support  

The University of Houston has pledged $10,000 for the purpose of carrying out this conference. Based on a review of previous 

conference expenses, this budget should be sufficient to make the conference exciting and substantive while still economical 

for participants.  Please see below budget for details. 

PROPOSED 2022 CONFERENCE BUDGET 
*Projections based on 200 guests 

Expenses Projected Cost 

  

Food and beverages (breakfast, lunch, dinner, coffee, and snacks)* $39,000 

Great Conversation Event Food & Beverage Costs* $8,000 

Great Conversation Event Room Rental Fee $2,000 

IT and Presenter Support $3,000 

Printing, Promotion, and Misc. Materials $5,000 

Conference Services (website, rentals, etc.) $3,000 

  

Total $60,000 

 

Revenue Sources Projected Amounts 

  

Registration Fees ($250 x 200)* $50,000 

University of Houston Contribution $10,000 

Event Planning (1.0 FTE over 2 months) $7,000 (in kind) 

  

Total $60,000 (plus $7,000 in kind) 

 

UH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 2022 HERU CONFERENCE 

Total Cash Contribution (see above) $10,000 

Total In-Kind Contribution (see above) $7,000 

  

Total $17,000 

 
 
Planning Committee and Experience Hosting Meetings and Conferences 

The Honors College hosts or sponsors well over 100 events on site annually and employs two professional staff members as 

well as 40 student “Ambassadors” who plan, organize, and staff events. These events include a wide variety of scholarly and 

community conferences, seated dinners, teacher institutes (two weeks each summer), seminars, youth camps, lectures, 

receptions, and student recruitment “invitationals” engaging 700 visitors per day, 350 at a time.  Each October, the Honors 

College hosts Undergraduate Research Day, involving 170 student-presented posters and some 25 oral presentations.  

The proposed planning committee for the 2022 HERU Conference will include faculty and staff from participating honors 

colleges and programs, as well as representatives from the University of Houston including the Provost’s office, Division of 

Student Affairs, and Division for University Advancement.  



 

   

 

About the 

University of Houston  
The University of Houston (UH) is Texas’s premier metropolitan research university. As diverse as it is innovative, the 

University boasts over 46,000 students studying within its 15 colleges, including its award-winning, interdisciplinary 

Honors College. Having achieved Tier One status in 2011 and welcomed a Phi Beta Kappa Society chapter in 2015, the 

University offers more than 250 degree programs and awards more than 9,000 degrees annually. 

The University of Houston’s mission is to provide unparalleled opportunities that enable our students, faculty and 

academic community to attain higher levels of achievement. We do this by fostering academic programs celebrated 

nationally and abroad, by serving Houston – a powerful cultural and commercial hub – as a laboratory for innovation, 

technological advancement and artistry, and by celebrating diversity through the students and faculty whose lives we 

strive to enrich. 

“Here, We Go” – the University of Houston’s system-wide $1 billion campaign — is designed to move the University 

forward in a strategic direction as an academic leader, as well as fuel, build and transform the University and the city of 

Houston. Campaign priorities include supporting student scholarships and fellowships; building state-of-the-art facilities; 

attracting and retaining top faculty; advancing the health of the Houston economy; and growing a nationally relevant 

athletics program. 

 



 

   

About 

The Honors College 
Established in 1958, the Honors Program became the University Honors Program under the leadership of Ted Estess in 

1977 and the Honors College in 1993, with enrollment exceeding 2,400 this fall. Through interdisciplinary coursework 

and co-curricular programs, the Honors College, located centrally in the MD Anderson Library, serves the needs of 

undergraduates in more than 100 fields of study and reflects the diversity of the University of Houston in its courses, 

faculty, and students. The Honors College offers a rigorous and comprehensive curriculum based around discussion- 

and writing-intensive courses. Now in its 42nd year, the signature Human Situation—a two-semester, team taught course 

enrolling over 500 students each semester—lays a foundation for student success that lasts a lifetime.  

A variety of robust academic and co-curricular programs complement the core curriculum and integrate the Honors 

College with the University. The Office of Undergraduate Research, housed in the Honors College, serves the entire 

university by facilitating mentored research in virtually every discipline. Robust learning abroad and away programs, as 

well as the Bonner Service Learning Program add an experiential dimension to an Honors education. Interdisciplinary 

Honors minors (Medicine and Society, Global Engagement, Creative Work, Politics and Ethics, Data and Society, 

Leadership Studies, and Energy and Sustainability) also contribute to the intellectual and cultural life of the University.  

A hub of curricular and co-curricular programs within 

the University, the Honors College also serves as a 

bridge connecting the campus to the community, 

hosting performances, lectures, readings and other 

public events, and promoting the outreach activities of 

a wide variety of student groups and organizations, 

including the Honors Ambassadors and the Student 

Governing Board as well as the Bonner Service 

Learning Program. Key among the events connecting 

“town” and “gown” is The Great Conversation, an 

annual gala that brings together community and 

business leaders, alumni, faculty, students, and staff 

for an evening of stimulating discussion over drinks 

and dinner.  If the HERU conference is held in 

Houston, a model Great Conversation evening is 

planned for all participants. 

  



 

   

About the 

City of Houston 
Houston is the nation’s fourth largest city and is bustling with activity. Recently gaining recognition as the nation’s most 

diverse city and “America’s next great global city,” Houston has also been ranked the number one city for recent college 

graduates by msnNOW.  Forbes Magazine took notice of all that the city has to offer, recently naming Houston 

“America’s Coolest City.” Home to the world's largest medical center and 26 Fortune 500 companies, and long known for 

work and opportunity, the city is now gaining recognition as an exciting and entertaining visitor destination. There are 

multiple performance venues in the Theater District and world-class collections at the Menil, the Rothko Chapel, and the 

Museum of Fine Arts.  In addition, Houston has become famous for a diverse and affordable culinary landscape and a 

burgeoning music and art scene in Midtown, with quirky and alternative activities showcased weekly. Houston is also 

home to major league baseball (the Astros), soccer (the Dynamo), football (the Texans) and basketball (the Rockets), all 

with stadiums convenient to the University and downtown hotels.   

 

 


